
Pegasus 
Starring  
 
The Mortals 
Toni (the CHILD) Sophia and Lauralyn (MAIDENS 1 and 2) James M (OLD MAN) 
Cyprian, Adrian, Ayden (FARMERS 1, 2, 3) Jude R (SOLDIER) 
Hannah (QUEEN of Lycia) 
 
The Gods 

Anna (ATHENA) Noah (HERMES) 
 
The Heroes 
Gus (BELLEROPHON 1) Charlotte (BELLEROPHON 2)            Jude V. (BELLEROPHON 3) 
  Flynn (HERCULES)    James C (PERICLES)       Daniel (ACHILLES) 

 

Scene 1  
 
CYPRIAN.  What is a hero? 
 
ALL.  What is a hero? 
 
FLYNN. Someone who’s stronger than anyone else! 
 
HANNAH.  Someone who’s smarter than anyone else! 
 
TONI.  The most famous person around. 
 
JUDE R.  The loudest person in the room. 
 
LAURALYN.  The fanciest dresser. 
 
GUS.  The army commander. 
 
ALL.  NO! 
 
JUDE V.  Tell us the stories! 
 
DANIEL.  Give us a hero 
 
ALL.  that will make our hearts fly! 
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AYDEN.  Journey back to ancient times 
 
NARRATOR.  The happy citizens of Lycia were oh so very happy indeed.  
 
ALL.  YAY! 
 
NARRATOR.  All day they got to lay around, eat grapes and olives, go fishing, and play on the 
beach.  They said, “Everything is great!” 
 
ALL.  Everything is great! 
 
NARRATOR.  When suddenly one day-- (ALL look at the NARRATOR nervously)  A terrible 
monster laid the city low. 
 
SOPHIA / NOAH / JAMES M..  Fire! 
 
CYPRIAN / ANNA / JAMES C..  Pain! 
 
ALL.  Destruction! 
 
NARRATOR.  It was called the Chimera*.  *pronounced like kai-MEER-uh*  This Chimera was 
the ugliest and most poisonous creature, the strangest and hardest to fight with, and the most 
difficult to run away from, ever known to man.  It had a tail like a boa constrictor; a grotesque 
and fierce and hideous body; and it had three separate heads: one of a lion’s 
 
ALL.  ROAR! 
 
NARRATOR.  One of a snake’s 
 
ALL.  HISS!  
 
NARRATOR.  And one of a goat’s. 
 
ALL.  MEHHH! 
 
NARRATOR.  And a hot blast of fire came spouting out of each of its three mouths!  
 
ADRIAN.  With its flaming breath, it could set a forest on fire 
 
NOAH.  Or burn up a field of grain 
 
LAURALYN.  Or a village! 
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NARRATOR.  Mercy on us little children, I hope neither you nor I will ever happen to meet a 
Chimera!  The people tried everything to defeat it.  
 
NOAH.  Catapults!  
 
ALL.  NO! 
 
JUDE R.  Plasma guns!  
 
ALL.  Failure!  
 
NARRATOR.  The people cried to the Queen-- 
 
ALL.  Help us!  
 
QUEEN.  I have no idea.  
 
NARRATOR.  And they cried to the heavens-- 
 
ALL.  Deliver us!  
 
TONI.  We really need a hero! 
 
NARRATOR.  But no help came, and with each day, the lush and beautiful Lycia became a 
desert wasteland.  (ACTORS turn upstage and walk sadly away) 
 
JAMES M.  Who will fight the Chimera? 
 
ANNA.  Will anyone save us? 
 
JAMES C.  We need a hero BAD.  (ACTORS are now turned full back to the audience, head 
down, kneeling, sitting, or standing.) 
 

Scene 2  
GUS.  I could be a hero.  
 
CHARLOTTE.  I could be a hero. 
 
JUDE V.  I could be a hero. 
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ALL.  A hero has many faces. 
 
GUS.  I am Bellerophon! 
 
CHARLOTTE.  I am Bellerophon! 
 
JUDE V.  I am Bellerophon!  
 
ALL. We could all be heroes.  
 
FLYNN.  Watch out, the Chimera!  (CHIMERA sound effect.) 
 
ALL.  Ahhh! 
 
SOPHIA.  I’m too afraid.  
 
ADRIAN.  It’s hopeless.  (blocking echo Bellerophone’s “hopeless” near end.  All turn away 
leaving GUS, CHARLOTTE, and JUDE looking at each other.) 

 
NARRATOR.  Meanwhile, many leagues away, a marvelous fountain gushed out of a hillside. 
(ENSEMBLE turns and becomes fountain; 3 BELLEROPHONS remain as such.) 
 
GUS.  This is very delicious water.  
 
CHARLOTTE.  Ho, maiden!  Does this fountain have a name? 
 
LAURALYN.  Yes-- the Fountain of Pirene!  
 
JUDE V.  Perfect!  I have journeyed far to find this very spot. 
 
SOPHIA.  Why?  It’s just a fountain.  

(Enter FARMERS and COW.) 
 
FARMER 1.  Get up, Su!  
 
COW.  Moo.  
 
FARMER 2.  Whooooaa.  No, Su.  Bad Su!  Bad!  Sit!  (to B)  
 
FARMER 3.  Howdy friend.  Why are you holding a bridle?  Have you lost a horse? 
 
BEL 1.  No, but I am seeking a very famous one. 
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FARMER 1.   If it’s as fancy as that bridle, you must be sad to have lost him. 
 
BEL 2.  This bridle was given to me by the gods.  (ATHENA and HERMES magically appear.) 
 
ATHENA.  You are Lycia’s only hope, Bellerophon.  
 
HERMES.  Take this enchanted bridle.  
 
ATHENA.  Its magic will tame any animal that wears it. 
 
HERMES.  Find the snow-white steed with silvery wings, Pegasus. 
 
FARMERS and MAIDENS.  Pegasus!  
 
JAMES C.  The wild, the untamable-- 
 
SOPHIA.  Who flies swift as an eagle through the clouds 
 
ALL.  There was nothing like him in the world.  
 
NARRATOR.  Most people had stopped thinking such a creature had ever existed. 
 
FLYNN.  Aw, baloney.  There’s no such thing as flying horses. 
 
ALL.  I don’t believe it! 
 
BEL 1.   I have heard that this is the only place I might find him. 
 
                     (FARMERS start laughing hysterically) 
 
FARMER 2.  Pegasus-- that’s a good one-- sure sure-- that’s hilarious--  
 
FARMER 3.  Yeah, I keep him right next to my flying pig and my ninja duck. 
 
(ALL fountain folk laugh.) 
 
JUDE V.  Well, I’m not giving up that easy.  
 
FARMER 1.  Do you hear this guy?  
 
FARMER 2.  He’s crazy!  
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FARMER 3.  I prefer REAL horses to pull my cart.  
 
FARMER 1.  We put our faith in REAL things we can see and touch. 
 
NARRATOR.  Bellerophon approached an old man. 
 
CHARLOTTE.  Sir, have you ever seen the winged steed? 
 
OLD MAN.  When I was a lad, I used to believe in Pegasus.  Now I don’t know what to think.  
 
NARRATOR.  Bellerophon asked the maidens filling their pitchers.  
 
JUDE V.  Have you never seen them? 
 
MAIDEN 1.  Once I thought so.  It was either Pegasus or a large white bird. 
 
MAIDEN 2.  Once when I was coming to the fountain, I heard a neigh.  
 
FARMER 2.  That could have been any old horse.  Let’s go home. 
 
CHILD.  I saw him.                                                        (Everyone stops and looks at the CHILD.) 
 
FARMER 3.  You did not. 
 
CHILD.  I did so, truly.  I saw him yesterday, and many times before.  
 
GUS.  Tell me all about it.  
 
CHILD.  I come here to sail little boats in the water, and gather pretty pebbles.  And sometimes, 
when I look down into the water, I see him in the picture of the sky.  But if I turn to look at him, 
he flies far away out of sight. 
 
NARRATOR.  And Bellerophon put his faith in the child, who had seen the image of Pegasus in 
the water, and in the maidens, who had heard him neigh, rather than in the farmers who 
believed only in cart-horses, or in the old man who had forgotten the beautiful things of his 
youth.  
 
CHARLOTTE.  I will come here every day until I see him for myself!  
 
(Pantomime B 1-3 coming back day after day.  FARMERS laugh and point, OLD MAN shakes 
his head, MAIDENS shrug sadly, CHILD comforts.  
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Scene 3 
NARRATOR.  And with each day that went by, the voices of fear and worry chipped away at 
Bellerophon’s confidence. 
 
DANIEL / JAMES M / LAURALYN.  You’re wasting your time!  
 
FARMER 1.  Hey if you want a horse I’ve got one for sale right here! 
 
COW.  Moo. 
 
CHILD.  Don’t give up Pegasus. 
 
QUEEN.  What are you doing Bellerophon?  
 
ANNA.  Things are getting really bad here!  DO SOMETHING!  
 
DANIEL.  Pegasus is just a fairy tale. 
 
JAMES M.  We have moved beyond these things.  
 
AYDEN. Get with the program.  
 
NOAH. This is 6000 B.C.! 
 
SOPHIA. It’s not the Stone Age anymore!  
 
ALL.  Time is running out. 
 
FLYNN.  Hey all the other heroes are going to a party, wanna come? 
 
ALL 3 BELLEROPHONS.  No thanks.  
 
CHILD.  I think we will see Pegasus today! 
 
ANNA.  Are you abandoning us?  
 
JUDE R.  Are you afraid to fight? 
 
HANNAH.  The Chimera is gonna roast you. 
 
HERCULES.  You’ll turn into an old man waiting for this thing. 
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PERICLES. You’ll have no strength left. 
 
ACHILLES.  No courage in your heart. 
 
ADRIAN.  Come on, Bellerophon-- 
 
(ALL begin shouting at BELLEROPHON, who are tormented by the sound.  On the same cue 
ALL stop, BEL 1-3 with hands outstretched.) 
 
B 2 (CHARLOTTE)  It’s hopeless.  (BEL 1-3 fall to their knees.  CHILD runs to center 
BELLEROPHON.) 
 
CHILD.  Dear dear Bellerophon, please don’t give up yet. 
 
NARRATOR.  Hours later there they sat, waiting, numb, empty.  The gentle child was gazing 
into the water, and two or three quiet teardrops fell from her eyes.  But then-- 
 
CHILD.  See there dear Bellerophon!  There is an image in the water!  
 
BELLEROPHON 3.  What a splendid bird!  How large it looks! 
 
CHILD.  Don’t you see?  It’s not a bird.  It is the winged horse. 
 
ALL.  whisper Pegasus! 
 
NARRATOR.  He was there!  
 
B1.  Quick, hide!  (B grabs CHILD and shrinks back with him.  ALL now act as 
BELLEROPHON.) 
 
NARRATOR.  Downward Pegasus came in sweeping circles.  At last he alighted, and stooped 
his wild head to drink.  Bellerophon and the child did not dare to draw a breath. 
(B sneaks up on PEGASUS.)  
 
NARRATOR.  Suddenly, Bellerophon darted from the thicket and leaped onto the back of wild 
horse!  
 
ALL.  GOTCHA! (neigh)  WHOOOAAAA!  
 
NARRATOR.  Five hundred feet into the air they shot, Pegasus snorting and kicking with terror 
and anger. 
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HANNAH.  They plunged into a cloud 
 
JAMES M.  Then hurtled out again 
JUDE R.  to the ground like a thunderbolt 
 
ALL.  We’re going to smash!  
 
NARRATOR.  Then up again into the cold mist.  
 
ALL.  (shivering violently) BRR. 
 
NARRATOR.  Pegasus tumbled and reared. 
 
ALL.  RIGHT!  LEFT!  SIDEWAYS!  BACKWARD! 
 
SOPHIA.  Miles above the earth he turned a somersault. 
 
ALL.  HELP!  
 
NARRATOR.  He twisted his head about, and looking Bellerophon in the face, tried to bite him-- 
 
ALL.  YIKES!  
 
NARRATOR.  Then Bellerophon clapped the golden bit into his jaws.  

(ALL stop moving.) 
 
ADRIAN.  The horse’s eyes widened and they stopped in mid-air. 
 
ALL.  Floating. 
 
B1.  Calm now, Pegasus. 
 
B2.  It’s all right. 
 
B3.  I won’t hurt you. 
 
ALL.  Together we will defeat fear itself. 

Scene 4 
 
NARRATOR.  They flew to Mount Helicon, the mystic mountain-top where Pegasus lived. 
Bellerophon dismounted and stroked the horse’s smooth white neck. 
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B2.  Pegasus looked around with tears in his beautiful eyes. 
 
DANIEL.  It was sad to see so wild a creature grow suddenly so tame.  
 
ANNA.  I can’t bear to keep you prisoner! 
 
NARRATOR.  He took off the magic bridle. 
 
ALL.  Leave me Pegasus!  
 
FLYNN.  Either leave me, or love me. 
 
NARRATOR.  Instantly the winged horse shot almost out of sight, soaring upward from the 
summit until he was a bright speck in the twilight sky.  Bellerophon was alone on the 
mountaintop.  
 
CYPRIAN.  Oh dang. 
 
(looking around, BELLEROPHON laments his fate.) 
 
NARRATOR.  Suddenly the bright speck appeared again.  
 
NOAH.  You came back!  My friend!!  
 
ALL.  PEGASUS YOU ARE MINE!! 
 
NARRATOR.  Thus it always is with winged horses, and all such wild and solitary creatures.  If 
you can catch and overcome them, it is the surest way to win their love. 
 
CHARLOTTE.  Now, my beloved, look at me.  
 
JUDE V.  You must help me to slay this insufferable monster, or you shall fly back to your 
mountain-peak without your friend.  
 
GUS.  For either the Chimera dies, or its three mouths shall gnaw this head of mine! 
 
(ALL follow the motions and music of acting out the defeat of the Chimera.) 
 
NARRATOR.  And at the last moment when all seemed lost, Bellerophon thrust his sword up to 
the hilt into the monster’s cruel heart.  
 
JAMES C.  The Chimera screamed, and its fire burned fiercer than ever 
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LAURALYN.  burning like a comet, the Chimera fell from the sky. 
 
ALL.  DEAD. 
 
AYDEN.  Well done, dear Pegasus!  Well done, my sky-skimmer! 
 
ALL.  HUZZAH! 
 
JAMES M.  I know what a hero is now!  
 
ALL.  What is a hero? 
 
FLYNN. Someone who’s stronger than anyone else? 
 
HANNAH.  Someone who’s smarter than anyone else? 
 
LAURALYN.  The fancy dresser? 
 
GUS.  The army commander? 
 
ALL.  No. 
 
CHILD.  Bellerophon!!  You won!  I knew you would! 
 
CHARLOTTE.  Yes, dear child.  But if your faith had not helped me, I should never have waited 
for Pegasus 
 
ADRIAN.  Never gone up above the clouds 
 
JAMES M.  Never have conquered the terrible Chimera. 
 
JUDE V.  You, my beloved little friend, have done it all.  (B and CHILD hug) 
 

End of Play 
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