
No More School
by Lily Foerster

    An education crisis is occurring across the country. Local 
governments can no longer afford to give teachers a paycheck or 
maintain the buildings. Schools are shutting their doors and students are
being turned away. In towns where schools are closed, children without 

tutors or parents to homeschool them will no 
longer be able to continue their education. Even in
neighborhoods where schools may still be open, 
many families don’t have the money to pay for 
transportation, books, or lunches for their 
children. 
    “It is our duty to be sure these children get a 
good education,” said  the archbishop of 
Indianapolis. “If we do not teach the children 

today, they will grow up without the ability to reason. When this 
happens, not only will our country be at the point of corruption, but it 
will also threaten the salvation of millions of souls. I would like to ask 
everyone to pray for the American economy to improve, and also to try 
to teach your children at home whenever possible.” 
 

Germany Surrenders
by Sophia Byers

   On November 11, at 5:00 a.m. Paris time, German representatives 
signed an armistice, ending the war. Hostilities will end at 11:00 a.m. 
Paris time. The accord forces the Germans to immediately 
withdraw from France, Belgium, and Alsace-Lorraine. Without the 
help of her supporters and blockaded by the British Navy, Germany 
was forced to surrender. Kaiser Wilhelm abdicated his throne 
and fled to the Netherlands. The Allies have won the war! 

Timeline to Peace:
September 29: Bulgarian surrender

  October 30: Ottoman Empire signs armistice
  November 3: Austria-Hungary signs armistice

  November 9: Kaiser Wilhelm abdicates throne 
    November 11: Armistice signed
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   Ford Invents Model T
by Jack Keyser

Henry Ford has just invented the phenomenal Model 
T Ford. Built on the assembly line, the Model T Ford is more 
inexpensive to produce, making it affordable for the 
consumer. Workers manufacture this new model on an 
assembly line. This assembly line is much faster than just one

person making a car all by 
himself, because each person
performs a specific job in 
creating the car. 

In 1908, the year in 
which Ford invented the 
Model T, the typical price of 
most cars was $850, but this 
assembly line process 
lowered the cost to $300 by 

1925. The Model T comes in various seating options: two 
seats, five seats, or seven seats. Originally, the consumer had 
color options, but eventually, the car was only available in 
black. Also, this model is easier to repair due to its superior 
design. 
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a Step Forward in Entertainment 
by Hebby Caito

Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show had the audience 
captivated until the end.  William F. Cody (aka Buffalo Bill) 
brought the wildness of the West right to our own home town.

The show displayed real buffalo 
hunts and Indian fights. It also 
featured a stunning display of Pony 
Express Rides, roping 
demonstrations, and sharpshooting. 
Sparks of excitement occurred for all
who watched. 

Annie Oakley, world famous 
sharpshooter, is now part of Cody’s 
show and was one of the main 
attractions of the performance.  

Edison Invents
Lightbulb

by Virginia Barron

   Yesterday, a remarkable young 
inventor, Thomas Edison, displayed 
to the world his latest invention, 
which he calls the “light bulb”.
   This object, shaped like a plant 
bulb, emits light brighter than any 
candle. With the flip of a switch, 
you can have a very bright light 
shining throughout the room in 
seconds!  
   “This invention will change the 
world,” said Edison at an interview. 
“Soon builders will install circuits 
for light bulbs in houses!
   “It took me 1,001 tries to invent 
the light bulb,” he continued. “Just 
think about what would have 
happened if I had stopped at 1,000!”

Christmas in the Great Depression

by Evangeline Brown

    This is a difficult time for everyone. 
Almost no one has a job or enough money 
for clothing or food. At Walnut Grove 
Elementary School in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
it is becoming increasingly rare to see 
children with lunch
boxes. Two sisters,
Sarah and Rachel Smith,
have a hard time staying
awake during class.
Recently, Sarah fell
asleep and woke up,
stomach grumbling, just
in time for lunch. But
she didn’t eat, and when Mrs. Elderberry, her
teacher, saw her, she suspected that Sarah 
had forgotten her lunch, and told her to go 
home and retrieve it. Sarah replied, “I can’t, 
for today is Tuesday, and it is my sister’s day
to eat.”
    Survival itself is difficult during the Great 
Depression. Many are wondering if 
Christmas will even be celebrated this year. 
However, many families are finding a way. 
Parents are going to work, and here are the 
results. Even though most cannot afford 
lights, fathers are cutting their own Christmas
trees and making ornaments out of colorful 
newspaper. Mothers are cutting up old socks 
to make mittens for their children. One 
family, who cannot afford even these things, 
is making Christmas merry by decorating a 
loaf of bread to look like a gingerbread 
house.  

   Even when times are
hard, parents are 
finding a way to make 
Christmas merry, and 
this shows that the 
American Spirit is still
alive and well, even 
during the Great 
Depression.



Ireland Expected to
Lose Half Potato Crop

by Abigail Lopez

   The commission gloomily 
announced yesterday that more than 
half of Ireland’s potato crops would 
perish from a terrible disease.
   Nonetheless, most of the Irish had 
their own opinions.

  Some believe that it was because of 
the Static Electricity from the new 
trains, while others thought that it 
came from the vapor from volcanoes.
Catholics supposed that it was 
punishment from man’s sins.
   The oddest thing about this blight, 
whatever might have caused it, was 
that not long before the disease 
began, there was a black fog that 
hovered over the ground.
   Many are dying from this blight, 
and many more are immigrating to 
America because of it. 
   The famine stuck Ireland in a most 
mysterious way. The crops began to 
wither and die without warning. It 
started this September of 1845, when
the potato leaves turned black and 
curled.
   The lifeless plant is giving off a 
terrible stench that makes most Irish 
people nauseous. When the 
Irish began harvesting their crop, 
they found that the potatoes looked 
fine after they were dug up 
but, began to wither and die days 
after. 
  

Stock Market Crashes
Lives and Savings are Lost

by Leo Brown
The lives and savings of many people in America have been 

utterly ruined, in fact, we fear an end has come to our country, for the 
Stock Market has crashed!
Throughout America people are
horrified of this disaster. Many have
already committed suicide by jumping
out of their windows onto the street
below. This disaster has destroyed
many businesses. People every day go
to bed content with the progress of the
company they have invested in, little
do they know, that in the morning their company has failed, and they 
have lost all of their money. Has God forsaken this country? Even 
though generation through generation has trusted him? We do not 
know. All we know is that the stock market has crashed.  

An Ocean of Dust Covers the Great Plains

      by Isabella Brown
U.S., 1930s—Dust is everywhere. There seems to be no

escape from it. The fields once covered in row after row of golden
wheat are now bare and dry. Many families have been leaving,
and every day still more leave.

Black blizzards, huge clouds of dust, have been sweeping
over the land, almost every day now, covering everything. On
April 14, 1935, what is called Black Sunday, 3 million tons of top
soil blew off the Great Plains. Often the dust storms are so bad
that the dust piles up in drifts and have to be shoveled like snow.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt has finally stepped in to
help after three years. Roosevelt has promised to try to rescue us from this difficult situation. He has begun by
planting trees as windbreaks, and to hold the soil down. All desperately hope this will work, for if it does not, 
the few families still living on the Great Plains will move away, leaving the Dust Bowl states to become a vast
desert, covered in dust and despair.                                                                                                                

The Kodak Camera Invented
by Peter Ponticello 

 
         On September 4th, 1888, George Eastman registered the trademark 
Kodak camera. By year’s end, Eastman released the first camera to the 
public. With the advent of this camera, it is now possible for an amateur 
to take a photo just as easily as an expert does.  
         The Kodak is rapidly gaining popularity. Photography used to be a 
very expensive process. No more! It used to be long and tedious. No 
more! It used to be available only in a studio where one had to sit still for
a very long time so as not to ruin the picture. No more! Photography has 

become very affordable and available to many households across America. Now, a mere push of a button 
captures the special moments in one’s everyday life. This amazing camera is able to catch life as it is, in a 
“Snapshot”!  

Why Are So Many Immigrating to the US?
by Maria Hofmeister

Can you imagine having to leave your home and loved ones, 
traveling to a distant land, and living in a strange country where the 
language and culture are different? Many immigrants made that 
difficult decision when they immigrated to America.

The history of the United States is deeply related to 
immigration. For many years, the United States opened its doors to 
welcome those seeking political and religious freedom. Immigrants 
built up the United States from the very beginning. This country 
continues to have a vast number of ethnic and cultural groups.

At the beginning of the 1500's, the great European migration 
started. They came to America full of hopes and dreams of the 
"Promised Land." Many people came from Europe and Asia to seek 
prosperity in a new country which they knew to have unlimited 
resources. 

But, why do people from all over the world want to come to 
the US today? Immigrants come to the U.S. for some of the same 
reasons that they used to come here, such as living in freedom, 
practicing their religion freely, escaping poverty or oppression, and 
making better lives for themselves and their children. However, now 
people who already have members of their family residing in this 
country, desire to reunite with their families. Through family-
sponsored immigration, a U.S. citizen can sponsor his or her foreign-
born spouse, parent, minor, and adult married and unmarried 
children, and brothers and sisters.

What Does the Statue of Liberty Symbolize?
by Roman Caito

 
The Statue of Liberty, an amazing copper statue, stands 301 feet tall on Liberty

Island and symbolizes the United States and its freedom. Visitors see her as a beacon of
hope and freedom for all who pass it as they come to the United States. Lady Liberty, as
people have come to call her, has a crown with seven  spikes that stand for the light of
liberty shining over the waters and seven continents. She holds a  glowing torch high in
the air to welcome all who pass her. She holds the Declaration of Independence in her arm
and broken chains lay at her feet. As millions of immigrants pass her on boats, the feeling
of  opportunity and freedom fills their hearts.



 Dry Crusaders
Fight to End
Alcohol Use

by Isabella Brown

   U.S., 1920s—Led by zealous 
Protestants, prohibition supporters 
called the “Dry Crusaders” have 
been battling to bring the 
consumption of alcohol to a close.

   Many women have joined this 
group, hoping that their husbands 
will stop wasting their time and 
money on alcohol, and instead use 
the much needed funds to feed and
clothe their family. Also many 
families are hoping for an end to 
the damage caused by the 
addictions.

   The 18th amendment to the US 
Constitution in 1919 has 
eliminated the production, 
transportation and sale of alcohol 
in the United States. 

 

Meet Our Famous Neighbors

Thomas Edison
by Simon Kempf

    
   Thomas Edison was one of 
the greatest inventors of all 
times.   He invented many 
things such as the Universal 
Stock Ticker, Phonograph, and
the Light Bulb.  He was born 
on February 11, 1847 and died 
on October 18, 1931 at the age 
of 84. 

   The phonograph was perhaps
the most famous invention of 
Thomas Edison.  The 
phonograph was the first way 
to electronically record sound. 
When Thomas first displayed it
in public he recited: “Mary had
a little lamb...”  and then 
turned the crank and it 
repeated to all the amazed 
onlookers his exact words. 
   The way it worked is that the
words are etched in to a 
cylinder or disc called a record 
and then when you turn the 
crank the needle is set to the 
disk and the words are 
reproduced and sounded 
though a trumpet so that they 
are loud.
   A lot of people loved 
Thomas Edison for his 
inventions.  When he finally 
died people all around the 
world dimmed or turned off 
the lights in honor of his 
invention of the light bulb.

St. Francis Xavier Cabrini
by Kierra Wilson

     
   St. Francis Xavier Cabrini was born in Italy in 
1850. She was one of thirteen children. When 
she got older, she tried many times to enter a 
religious community but was denied entry 
because of her poor health.
  She wrote to Pope Leo XIII, asking for 
permission to go to China but instead he sent her
to the United States.
   Once there, she started a missionary order 

called Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart.
   She died on December 22, 1917 in Chicago, Illinois. She was declared
a saint on July 7, 1946. St. Francis Xavier Cabrini, pray for us.

Alexander Graham Bell 
by Lucy Kempf

Alexander Graham Bell invented the
telephone in 1876 when he was 29 years-old. One
hot, June day, Bell  accidentally produced electric
speech for a split second.  The accident completed his
telephone concept. On March 10, Bell spoke the first
words over the telephone to his assistant, “Mr.
Watson, come here, I want to see you.”

In August 1876, using only the existing
telegraph lines, Bell conducted the the world’s first
phone call in front of an audience of amazed on-
lookers. Later that year, Bell and his financial backers offered to sell the 
patent for the telephone to Western Union, but they dismissed the 
telephone as a useless toy that would never amount to anything. The Bell 
Telephone Company was a huge company, and became known to 
Americans as “Ma Bell.”  

Bell was born on March 3, 1847.  He had two brothers but both 
passed away from tuberculosis by the time Bell was twenty years old.  At 
the age of 12, Bell invented a de-husking machine for his friend’s family 
grain mill.  As a boy he had also constructed a speaking automaton using 
rubber, cotton, and bellows to simulate the human organs of speech, and 
had changed his pet Skye terrier’s throat to turn cooperative growls into 
words.  In 1870, Bell was working himself to the point of exhaustion.  His 
parents did not want him to die as his two brothers did, so they moved to 
Canada.  In Canada, Bell completed his work on the telephone.  He died 
August 2, 1922 at the age of 75.

 Railroads Constructed Across America 
by Violet Caito

   America’s new railroad system is
leading us to faster expansion.  After
Charles Carroll, last living signer of the
Declaration of Independence,
ceremonially turned over the first spade
full of dirt for construction of our very
first railroad on July 4th, 1828, the
industry has exploded.
   From 1828 to 1871 45,000 miles of
track has been laid in the United States.
With the connection of the
Transcontinental Railroad in 1869 and
the current rate of growth, America
should have 170,000 miles of track by the
year 1900.
   The development of the railroad system
makes it possible to build things faster; the parts that we need to build with 
can be transported long distances without the burden of horses and wagons. 
   The railroads play a big role in sending goods, such as grain and coal, 
across America.  Railroads help us mostly by delivering things we need, but
they also have given us the added benefit of people working together.  The 
railroad is building America. 

Thousands Die in Japanese Attack
by: Caleb Wilson

In a daring move, the Japanese have bombed Pearl Harbor. Many 
thousands have been slaughtered in the attack. The attack only lasted a 
mere half hour, but in that small time, a dozen ships were sunk. 

The worst loss was aboard the battleship, Arizona. During the 
attack, a powerful bomb was dropped down her funnel, igniting a million 
pounds of gunpowder. Over a thousand men died. Japan caught the U.S. 

army by total surprise. This 
terrible day will be 
remembered forever. War is
inevitable now. The 
Japanese have unwisely 
provoked the world’s 
greatest nation. No one yet 
knows what will happen 
next.



Lumiere Invention Amazes
Parisian Audiences

by Millie Barron

    December 29th, 1895:  Auguste and Louis Lumière shocked and 
amused audiences in France with an astonishing new invention. The 
brothers held a public showing at Salon Indien du Grand Café in 
Paris. The attraction? The amazing new Cinématographe camera.
    This machine can produce a never-before-seen effect: moving pictures.
The audience was astounded to see multiple collections of images (called
films) which, when put together, appeared to 
move. Gasps of astonishment accompanied films of people exiting a 

factory, or of a train leaving a station.  
   Although people around the world are excited at the 
prospect of this invention, Auguste Lumière said, “My 
invention, (the motion picture camera), can be 
exploited... as a scientific curiosity, 
but apart from that it has no commercial value 
whatsoever.”
   Along the same lines, his brother Louis said, “The 
cinema is an invention without any future.” 
   The question arises, are the brothers correct? Will the
excitement over this invention rapidly fade, or will the 
world continue to enjoy Cinématographe films? Only 
the future will tell.  

 

 Editorial
Anthony Fights

for Women’s Right to Vote 
by Catherine Hofmeister

 
     From the time of the American Revolution through 1920, 
women fought to obtain the same social, political, and 
economic status in the United States as men. The struggle to 
obtain these rights has been a long and hard fight by the 
American Equal Rights Association, established by Susan B. 
Anthony. Later, more radical voices, such as President 
Wilson, spoke of their support, leading to the creation of the 
19th amendment which enables women to vote.  

     Born on February 15, 
1820, Anthony was 
raised in a Quaker 
household and went on 
to work as a teacher 
before becoming a 
leading figure in the 
abolitionist and women's
voting rights movement. 
She partnered with 
Elizabeth Stanton and 

helped establish the American Equal Rights Association in 
1866, calling for the same rights to be granted to all people 
regardless of race or gender. The civil war reconstruction 
proved to be a critical moment for women pushing for the 
right to vote.  
      In the aftermath of the civil war, Congress committed 
itself to ensuring the right to vote for African-American men,
through the passage of the 15th amendment. The 15th 
amendment stated that a person could not be denied the right 
to vote, based on race, religion, color, or 
previous condition of servitude. However, it said nothing 
about gender.  
     By the turn of the century, more radical voices were 
working their way into the fight for 
women’s rights. In 1918 President Woodrow Wilson 
announces his own support for women's 
right to vote. Finally, in 1920, the 19th Amendment is 
created, prohibiting the states and the federal government 
from denying citizens the right to vote in the United States 
based on gender. This is a huge milestone in American 
democracy, for what it accomplishes for women and what 
it represents for those who are apart of American society. 

How can you save money during
these times of hardship? 

by Ariana Caito
         
   Since we are in a depression, food is 
scarce and money is difficult to earn. 
Families quickly need to find ways to save 
money. Times are hard and the idea of 
“waste not, want not” are words to live by. 
   Here is a small list of ways to save 
money:
1. Selling produce like apples. Be an apple 
peddler!
2. Growing gardens. In a garden grow 
herbs, tomatoes, blueberries, green beans 
and potatoes.
3. Canning food will preserve them longer 
for the winter months.
4. Refusing to throw away what can be 
used for something else. 
5. Learning to sew. Mending socks, pants 
and coats help. Sew your own clothes. 
When those clothes wear out, cut squares 
out of them into a quilt!
6. Repairing broken items. Tape and 
cardboard extends the life of an item.
7. Making homemade soap.
8. Helping your neighbor. Trade services 
with friends.
9. Selling your car and using a bicycle. 
10. Using the most out of the food you do 
have. For example, baking a whole chicken
for a meal and using the bones to make 
broth for soup another day.

The Wright
Brothers Fly

 by Marie Malinoski

   On December 17, 1903, 
Orville Wright flew for 12 
seconds and covered 120 feet. 
Later that day, Wilbur Wright 
flew for 59 seconds and 
covered 852 feet. This 
unbelievable event took place 
at Kitty Hawk.

   The Flyer had a wooden 
frame made from spruce and 
ash. A finely woven cotton 
cloth, similar to what sailors in 
Kitty Hawk used on their sails, 
covered the frame. 

   Two 40-foot wings were 
positioned one on top of the 
other. The pilot sat on the 
lower wing, next to the engine. 
The airplane weighed 605 
pounds.

   The brothers began 
experimenting with flight in 
Dayton, Ohio, which was their 
hometown. They decided to try
out their airplane at Kitty 
Hawk because a wind was 
always blowing. It took many 
hours of hard work to build this
amazing aircraft.

Fun Facts About the Statue of Liberty

by Zachary Casabella

   The statue of liberty is the holder of many interesting facts including:
• Towers at a monstrous 305 feet
• Weighs 449,743 pounds
• Constructed using 300 different types of hammers 
• Built first in France in 1884
• Disassembled and shipped to US in 1885
• Rebuilt the second time in the US in the year 1886
• Shipped in 350 individual pieces
• Packed in 214 crates   
• Constructed of 125 tons of iron and 31 tons of copper   
• Contains 354 stairs to the Statue of Liberty’s crown. 
• Was the brown color of copper
• Turned the green due to oxidation

 


