
The War Has Begun
by Isabella Brown

The United States has declared war on Great Britain. 
Only 31 years after the Revolution ended, America is once 
again at war with its Mother Country. By blocking American 
ships from trading with France, Britain has been violating 
international law since it entered into the Napoleonic wars. 

Additionally, Britain has been arming wild Indians and 
encouraging them to attack American frontiers men.  With 
much pressure from the War Hawks, President James Madison 
finally signed the American  declaration of war into law on June
18, 1812. 

 

Alaska Purchased from Russia
by Zachary Casabella

President Andrew Jackson signed the Alaska Treaty 
today, buying the territory for the United States. Russia 
first offered this land to the United States in 1859; 
unfortunately, the Civil War greatly delayed the purchase. 

The offer was renewed when Secretary of State 
William Seward entered into negotiations with Russian 
Minister, Edouard de Stoeckl. Both agreed to the purchase 
price of $7.2 million. 

What does the future hold for Alaska? Will this new 
territory grow in settlements? Or, will citizens steer clear 
of “Seward’s Icebox” and its cold, harsh climate? Only 
time will tell. 
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Pony Express Delivers Mail
Across the Country

By Leo Brown

   Want help making your letters travel
fast? Just hand them to the Pony 
Express for only five dollars a letter, 
and they will be delivered 1840 miles 
away, in under 10 days.

1. Lewis and_______ Clark explored Louisiana.
2. _____ was deaf for most of his life.
3. Did the Underground Railroad help the slaves or
their masters?
4. Where did Davy Crocket fight in 1836?
5. Gold was discovered at _______ Mill.
6. Elias Howe invented the________ Machine

Telegraph Begins Sending
Long-Distance Messages

by Jack Keyser

     An exciting event has 
occurred in the emerging field 
of electricity: Samuel Morse, 
with the help of  collaborators, 
has invented the long-distance 
telegraph.
     On May 24, 1844, he 
successfully sent the first 
electric telegraph from 
Washington, D.C. to 
Baltimore.
     This is revolutionary in the 
realm of communication, as it 
will allow citizens to transmit 
vital information rapidly. This 
is a thrilling moment for 
Americans. 



Emancipation
Proclamation
Announced

By Natalie Keyser 

     After nearly two years of 
relentless bloodshed, President 
Abraham Lincoln has momentously 
liberated the slaves of the rebellious 
Confederate states with his 
Emancipation Proclamation.

     This Proclamation was signed by 
President Lincoln on January 1, 
1863. It is hoped that this five-page 
long document, impressively tied 
with thin red and blue ribbons, will 
be instrumental in ending the war.

   Despite the excitement surrounding
the signing of this Proclamation, this 
newly granted freedom does not 
extend to the slaves in the loyal 
Union boarder states, so this measure
is limited in granting rights to all 
black men. Time will tell if this 
Proclamation will help end the war 
more quickly. 

Napoleon Sells Louisiana

by Isabella Brown

     The great emperor of France, Napoleon Bonaparte is short of 
funds. He has waged war on Great Britain and is confident he 
can defeat her armies; however, he does not have a treasury 
sufficient to build an army.
     He has decided, after much contemplation and hesitation to 
sell his territory in America. It was a hard decision, for he, like 

the other European 
countries, wishes to 
have an empire in the 
lands of Mississippi.
Napoleon is asking 50 
million francs, or a little 
under three cents per 
acre, for the 828,000 
square miles. U.S. 
President Thomas 
Jefferson is considering 
the purchase and will be
sending explorers to 
assess the land.

Recipes Page

Jonny Appleseed Apple Pie 
Submitted by Isabella Brown

Ingredients

1/2 cup sugar 6 to 7 cups thinly sliced peeled tart apples
1/2 cup packed brown sugar  1 tablespoon lemon juice
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 1 uncooked pie crust
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon  1 tablespoon butter
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger 1 large egg white
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg  Additional sugar
 

Directions
1. In a small bowl, combine the sugars, flour and spices; set aside. In a large bowl, toss apples with 
lemon juice. Add sugar mixture; toss to coat. 
2. Line a 9-in. pie plate with bottom crust; trim pastry even with edge. Fill with apple mixture; dot 
with butter. Roll out remaining pastry to fit top of pie. Place over filling. Trim, seal and flute edges. 
Cut slits in pastry. 
3. Beat egg white until foamy; brush over pastry. Sprinkle with sugar. Cover edges loosely with foil. 
4. Bake at 375° for 25 minutes. Remove foil and bake 20-25 minutes longer or until crust is golden 
brown and filling is bubbly. Cool on a wire rack. Yield: 8 servings. 

Friendship Quilt Cooke Recipe
Submitted by Caleb Wilson

Ingredients

2 cups sugar 1 cup butter or coconut oil
2 eggs (½ c. applesauce)  ¼ cup sour milk (you can add 1 t lemon juice to milk)
4 cups all-purpose or GF flour ½ t baking soda
1 teaspoon vanilla
 

Directions
1.  Preheat oven at 375 degrees. Sift 3 cups of flour and make a nest. 
2. Mix remaining ingredients into a batter and pour into the nest and work into flour. Add last cup of 
flour if necessary. 
3. If convenient, wrap in plastic wrap and leave in fridge overnight.
4. Roll thin and use square cookie cutter to create a quilt design. Bake on greased cookie sheet for 8-
10 minutes.
5. Once cooled, decorate with frosting and candy.

Civil War Ends
By Abigail Lopez

     Rejoice, rejoice, the war is ended! After many hardships and the 
loss of more than 700,000 men, Ulysses S. Grant pulled it off. 
Assisted by, cannons, guns, sabers, swords, and minie balls, the 
Union determinedly fought, hoping this battle would bring an end to 
the war. By attacking in Palmito Ranch, Texas, the Union forced 
Robert E. Lee and his men to make a final retreat.
     The Union celebrated and the slaves are free. The four-year long 
war has finally paid off. But many are grieving. Family members are 
missing, dead, sick, or wounded. Nevertheless, there was never more 
rejoicing from black men. Families were reunited, and they no longer
had to work for other people. The only thoughts running through 
their heads are simple, “I’m Free”. The Civil War has brought many 
things, pain, grief, and loss, but a bright happiness shines through as 
well, for the war is ended and the slaves are free. 



Lock Stitch
to Revolutionize

Sewing for Masses

by Hebby Caito

    Elias Howe has patented the lock 
stitch sewing machine, making it the 
very first truly workable sewing 
machine in the world.
     This invention will change history; 
sewing will now be much faster. 
Instead of 23 stitches a minute by 
hand, this machine can sew 640 
stitches per minute.

     Women will no longer have to 
spend dreary time with needles 
and thread; soon factories all over the 
world will provide bountiful jobs in 
mass production of clothing will 
provide bountiful jobs in mass 
production of clothing. 

 Free Land
in the West

by Isaac Williams

May 20, 1862: United
States President Abraham Lincoln
signed into law the Homestead
Act. This great act encourages the
westward migration of any eligible
person or family with  enough guts to leave the safety and 
security of the East and to head towards the setting sun, into 
the new, unexplored, fertile land of the Great Plains. 

Anyone 21 years old or older or the head of a family 
who has never taken up arms against the United States is 
eligible to claim 160 acres of fruitful land west of the 
Mississippi River. 

So head west to the land of Eden, to farm the rich 
territory devoid of rocks, trees, and cluttered cities. Can’t you
hear the voice calling you? The voice of adventure and 
success, so pack up your family and head toward prosperity.
 

Meet Our Famous Neighbors
by Rose Malinoski

Ludwig van
Beethoven

     Ludwig van Beethoven 
was a famous German pianist 
and composer. He was born 
in 1770.
   His father taught him to 
play the piano and the violin 
as a child. At the age of 17, 
Beethoven traveled to Vienna
in the hope of studying with 
Mozart.

     He widened the scope of 
sonata, symphony, concerto 
and quartet. 
     Beethoven composed 
during the transition between 
Classical and Romantic ages 
of music.
    Beethoven studied and 
performed more than he 
composed until he became 
deaf. Beethoven wrote his 
most famous works when he 
was almost completely deaf. 
He died at age 56.

Clara
Barton

     Clara Barton, the founder of 
the Red Cross, was born in 1821. 
She enjoyed caring for injured 
animals as a child, and later 
tended to her brother after he fell 
off a barn roof.
     When she grew up, Barton 
taught school and did other 
various jobs. After the Civil War 
began, she was one of the first 
volunteers to work at the city 
hospitals, caring for wounded 
soldiers. There, Barton realized 
many soldiers were dying 
because they could not be treated 
immediately, so she established 
the Red Cross in America.

    She went in person to the 
battles, risking her life to bring 
food and care to the wounded 
soldiers. Barton soon became 
known as “the Angel of the 
Battlefield,” because of her 
bravery and skill. She died in 
1912.

Johnny
Appleseed

     John Chapman, later 
nicknamed Johnny Appleseed, 
was born in 1774.

     He planted apple orchards 
throughout Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, and 
West Virginia, giving him his 
nickname. He loved animals and 
nature. 
     Legends told that he traveled 
hundreds of miles in his lifetime, 
wearing a coffee sack for a shirt 
and a cooking pot for a hat.
     Because of his kindness and 
generosity, many loved him. For 
example, he supposedly put out 
his campfire because the bugs 
were burning themselves in it.
     He died in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, in 1845.

 Davy Crockett dies;
Alamo taken over by Mexican troops

by Simon Kempf

      Davy Crockett died, yesterday, at the Battle of the Alamo.
While he was defending the low wall of the church, Crockett 
and his men were unable to retreat to safety.  
     On the morning of March 6, the Mexican troops led by 
General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna  attacked the still 
sleeping men in the Alamo mission.  The Americans put up a 

good fight, and then 
retreated into the 
church sacristy and the 
chapel.  Crockett and 
his men were fighting 
far away from the 
others, so it was 
impossible to retreat.  
They died at the foot of
the wall fighting 
bravely.    



Gold Found in California
by Marie and Rose Malinoski

James Wilson Marshall found gold flakes at Sutter's Mill in 
California on January 24, 1848. Marshall later said, “It made my 
heart thump, for I was certain it was gold.”

He went to visit Elizabeth Jane, the camp cook. Elizabeth 
Jane used a lye soap solution overnight to find that the nugget 
Marshall had found was true gold. 

Marshall and Sutter attempted to keep the news a secret, but 
eventually word got out. Many Americans have caught “yellow 
fever”, leaving home to travel dangerous routes across America or 
sailing around the Horn to try their luck at gold mining.  These 
people were called 49ers as most of them came in 1849. Over all, 
about 90,000 people came to try their luck at gold mining.

One merchant had a good idea. He bought all the mining 
supplies he could find, and filled his store at Sutter’s Fort with 
buckets, pans, heavy clothing, food, and similar provisions. Then he 
took a bottle full of gold dust to the nearest town. There, he walked 
up and down the streets, waving a bottle of gold over his head and 
shouting “Gold, gold, gold in the American River!” This merchant 
quickly became California’s first millionaire, selling supplies to the 
miners as they passed by Sutter’s Fort. 

California's population was huge as the rush for gold reached
its peak. In 1855, gold became hard to find, ending the California 
Gold Rush but resulting in California becoming its own state.

Samuel Colt Invents 
Revolver

By Caleb Wilson

    Samuel Colt has invented the 
revolver. He first got the idea when he
heard a man talking about an 
“impossible” gun with the ability to 
shoot several times without reloading.

   Colt then decided he would build 
this “impossible” gun. He made the 
first design out of wood. Colt spent 
much time fine tuning and designing 
the revolver. 
   After an arduous year, he came out 
with the first model. It did not sell 
very well at first, but during the 
Mexican war, the army ordered 1,000 
revolvers which caused business to 
boom. 
   People started to realize the 
ingeniousness of the revolver. This 
new gun has a rotating, or revolving, 
cylinder shaped magazine inside the 
back of the pistol. It could shoot five 
times without reloading. A chamber 
contained the bullet and the 
gunpowder. 
   The revolver has given soldiers 
greater firepower, enabling a group of 
15 U.S. soldiers to defeat seventy 
Indians. This new invention has its 
benefits as it provides a single man 
with increased firepower. The gun is 
small and easy to hide.
   This weapon is problematic as it has
the ability to fire many times making 
it easier to wound multiple people. Its 
bullets are not big enough to kill.
   Colt is proud, as his new invention 
has become the world’s best known 
firearm. 

Pirate or Privateer?
Your Responses

     Called El Draco by the Spaniards, Sir 
Francis Drake breathes down fire upon the 
Spanish settlements. He hates Catholics with 
intensity. Ignoring all treaties, he and his 
vicious crew continue to pillage and burn. He
must be considered a pirate because he is 
acting outside the law. But is a pirate really 
any worse than a privateer? 

- Sophia Byers
 

    Pirates are scavengers of the sea who raid 
and destroy any ships. Privateers were 
pirates who were connected in some way to a
country. Protected by the government, no 
ships from their country were allowed to stop
them. Sir Francis Drake is a privateer 
because he was in an alliance with England 
and Queen Elizabeth the First.

-Rose Malinoski

 Editorial
Trail of Tears is Wrong
by Rose Malinoski and Mary Williams

Although the government believed the best way to 
make peace between Native Americans and pioneers was to 
force them to move, the Trail of Tears was a terrible and 
cruel solution.

Pioneers, trying to settle the west, hated and feared 
Indians, believing they were entitled to the land the Indians 
has owned and lived on for generations.

The government believed the best way to make peace
between the two peoples was to force the Native Americans 
to move farther west to a designated place called “Indian 
territory” around the Mississippi River. This dangerous and 
difficult journey was called the “Trail of Tears.” 3,000 
Native Americans died from starvation, cold, and diseases. 
One man, named John Ross, was forced to lead his people 
1,000 miles away from their home in Georgia. President 
Andrew Jackson supported this cruel and unfair “Indian 
removal,” despite a law requiring Indian removal acts to be 
negotiated fairly, voluntarily, and peacefully.

The tribes included in the Indiana removal act were 
the Cherokee, Muscogee (Creek), Seminole, Chickasaw, and 
Choctaw nations. 

What do you think? Was the Trail of
Tears Wrong? Your responses will be

published in the next issue!

The History Herald is published
by the Aquinas Classical

Education group on a quarterly
basis. Special thanks to all the

students who contributed to this
issue.  Any ACE student is

welcomed to contribute stories,
artwork or other materials for the

next issue. Concentrate on
Quarter Three Catholic
Schoolhouse materials!

Please send contributions to
phmalinoski@yahoo.com by

February 28, 2018.
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