
Terrorists Destroy
World Trade Center

by Simon Kempf

Yesterday, a group of terrorists hijacked four American 
passenger planes and crashed them into the World Trade Center 
killing a total of 2,996 people. The first plane, American Airlines 
Flight 11, crashed into the north tower of the World Trade Center at 
8:46 a.m.  The  second crashed into the south tower 17 minutes later. 
And the third crashed into the southwest side of the Pentagon, a 
military headquarters. 

On the fourth plane, United Flight 77, the passengers were 
alerted of the news by cellphone.  A group of flight assistants and 
passengers decided to take back the plane.  It is reported that several 
people called their loved ones and told them good-bye.  Among them 
was a flight assistant named Sandy Bradshaw. She called her husband
and told him that she had managed to slip into the galley and was 
filling pitchers with boiling water.

The last thing she said to him was “Everyone’s running to 
first class. I’ve got to go. Bye.”  It is suspected that they also attacked
the hijackers with a fire extinguisher.  While the hijackers were busy 
fighting off the passengers, the plane flipped and reached a speed of 
500 mph before diving into a field in rural Pennsylvania.  It is 
thought by the line of flight that they were aiming for the White 
House.  However, the bravery of the people on the plane, giving their
lives so that they could save others, was a great act of courage. 
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The Berlin Wall Falls
by Zachary Casabella 

  
            On November 9, 1989, an East German member of the politburo, the executive and 
policy making committee of the USSR, announced that the Berlin Wall has fallen, and the border was to be 
reopened to travel.  

While this was supposed to take several days for the border to be officially reopened, when people heard 
the announcement the next day, a crowd gathered at the Berlin Wall and became frustrated when it found the 
gates unopened.  The gate operators panicked and opened the gates.  

The people of East Germany joyfully celebrated the end of a fortified border by picking at the Berlin Wall 
with pickaxes and hammers.   

           Prior to the end of World War
II, Berlin was the capital of 
Germany.  After WWII, 
Germany was divided into four 
sections, with the Soviet Union, 
United States, France, and Great 
Britain each controlling a section.  
The Soviet Union supported all of 
East Germany, officially called the 
German Democratic Republic.  West
Germany, officially the German 
Federal Republic was made out of 
the three remaining zones and 
supported by France, Britain, and the
United States.  Berlin, located 
entirely in the USSR and East 
German section, was divided in the 
same manner. 

Many East German people left 
Communist East Germany, where they were suffering homelessness and poverty, for clearly more prosperous 
Democratic West Germany.  People that did this were called defectors.  Between the years 1949 and 1959, the 
Soviets and the East Germans lost over two million people to defection.  In 1960 alone, 230,000 people defected.  

These people were important skilled laborers that East Germany needed to keep its economy prosperous.  
The East German government had tried to solve the problem in 1952 by creating a fortified border between the 
countries of East and West Germany.  However, there was one place where people could still move to West 
Germany – Berlin, the former capital.  In order to solve that problem, East Germany built a wall through Berlin, 
encircling the side controlled by West Germany, in order to prevent further defections by East Germans. 

Also known as the “Iron Curtain or “Wall of Shame,” the Berlin Wall started out as a barbed wire fence.  
Constructed virtually overnight, it eventually became two giant concrete walls.  In between each wall was a 160 
yard wide “death strip” that was covered with trip wires, floodlights, and other traps.  During its history, five 
thousand people were able to escape to West Berlin.  Unfortunately, nearly two hundred people died trying to 
cross the Berlin Wall. Now one again Germans may move freely across the border between East and West Berlin.

Cold War Begins to Thaw
by Virginia Barron

     America’s Cold War with the 
U.S.S.R. that began with America’s 
purchase with Alaska and has only 
intensified since the end of World 
War II, seems to be finally coming to
an end, thanks to the persistence of 
President Ronald Reagan. 
     When Reagan became President, 
the U.S military was at its weakest 
that it had been at in a long time. At 
this, Reagan rebuilt it. Reagan 
decided to support and help the other 
countries trying to avoid communist 
takeovers. 
     Though
many people
thought that
making the
country bigger
and stronger
would only
make things
worse, the U.S.S.R. could not keep 
up in the “arms race.” Yesterday, 
with the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
President Reagan has been proven to 
be an insightful commander-in-chief.
     Although his presidency is passed,
and President Bush is leading the 
country, President Reagan will 
always be remembered for bringing 
about this happy conclusion. Whether
this thaw will lead to a “springtime” 
with the fall of communism in the 
U.S.S.R. remains to be seen, and is 
earnestly to be desired.

 



 Armstrong Lands on Moon
by Jack Keyser

On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong became the first man to land on the moon. An estimated 600 
million people watched this breathtaking moment via the television. The hearts of many people filled with 
pride and fascination and joy when Neil Armstrong took his first steps on the moon and said, “That’s one 
small step for man; one giant leap for mankind.” 

When Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin set
foot on the moon, they planted the American flag in
the gray lunar soil and put a plaque on the moon that
read: “Here Men From the Planet Earth First Set 
Foot Upon The Moon July 1969 A.D. We Came in
peace For all mankind.”

Now that Neil Armstrong has triumphantly
landed on the moon, not only has America won the
Space Race, but America has also done an amazing,
yet dangerous thing, launching a man into space and
sending him to the moon and back.

 Reaching for the Moon
By Roman Caito

     It took three days for the Apollo 11 crew to get to the 
moon in the space shuttle.
     There are three stages to accomplish this mission. The 
first stage is the take off. It takes a lot of power to get out 
of the atmosphere. To do this, the Saturn V rocket was 
used to get the space shuttle out into space. The rocket 
was over 300 feet tall. After the Saturn V got the 
command module into space, it fell off.
     During the second stage, the space shuttle achieved 
orbit around the Earth, called a parking orbit. The 
command module made a lap around the Earth to check 
measurements and instruments.  Once lined up with the 
moon the third stage starts. The shuttle launched out of the
parking orbit towards the moon. Here, the astronauts had 
to correct their course to into the moon's gravitational pull.
     Once in the parking orbit around the moon, the Lunar 
module separated from the command module to safely 
land on the moon. Apollo 11's mission is the beginning of 
a new era in space exploration.

Neil Armstrong
by Lucy Kempf

     Neil Alden Armstrong was born to Stephen Koenig Armstrong and 
Viola Louise Engel on August 5, 1930, near Wapakoneta, Ohio.  
Armstrong had two younger siblings, his sister June and his brother 
Dean.  Armstrong was of German, Irish, and Scottish ancestry.  His 
father worked for Ohio state government as an auditor, which meant 
that they had to move every couple of years, to a new Ohio town.  So 
the family moved repeatedly around the state, living in about 20 
different towns, till the Armstrong's made their last move in 1944, 
back to Wapakoneta.

     When Armstrong was two years old, his 
father took him to the Cleveland Air Races, 
which peaked his interest in flying.  Just 
before his sixth birthday, him and his father 
experienced Armstrong’s first airplane ride, 
on a Ford Trimotor, also known as the “Tin 
Goose”, in Warren, Ohio.
     He attended Blume High School, and took 
flying lessons at a grassy airfield, in 
Wapakoneta.  He earned a student flight 
certificate on his 16th birthday, in 1947, before
he even got his driver’s license.   He was 

active in the Boy Scouts of America and earned the rank of Eagle 
Scout, the highest rank possible.  He also served in the Naval Air 
Force beginning as a midshipman in 1949.  His school studies were 
interrupted in 1950 by his service in the Korean War, during which he 
was shot down once and was awarded three Air Medals. 
     Armstrong returned to Purdue University, and graduated in August 
1950.  During his studies there, he met Janet Elizabeth Shearon whom 
he married in 1956.  They had three children: Eric, Karen, and Mark.  
Sadly, Karen developed a disease in her brain and died at the age of 2. 
     On July 16, 1969, Commander Neil Armstrong along with, Edwin 
Aldrin, also known as Buzz, and Michael Collins were launched in the
Apollo 11 spacecraft the Moon.  It took about four days to get to the 
moon.  During this famous mission Armstrong was the first man to set
foot on the moon.    Armstrong and Aldrin stayed on the moon for 
approximately two and a half hours collecting rock samples.  They put
a American flag on the moon before their return.  When they arrived at
Earth, on July 24, 1969, they splashed down in the Pacific Ocean, and 
were picked up by the USS Hornet, and  put into quarantine for three 
weeks.  Afterwards, the three astronauts came home to a warm 
welcome from the people. 

Armstrong got sick on August 7, 2012 and although he was 
reported to have been recovering well, he developed complications in 
the hospital and died.  One of American greatest heroes died on 
August 25, 2012 in Cincinnati, Ohio, at the age of 82.  A burial 
ceremony was held on September 14, 2012 and Armstrong’s remains 
were scattered in the Atlantic Ocean.

Ronald Reagan
By Ariana Caito

     Ronald Reagan was born on 
February 6 1911, in Tampico, IL. 
Reagan attended high school in 
nearby Dixon, IL then worked his 
way into Eureka College. There he 
studied economics and sociology, 
played on a football team,and acted 
in school plays.  After graduation he

became a radio 
sports announcer 
and soon became 
an actor.
     Reagan served 
in the U.S Army 
Air Forces from 
1937-1945, 
ranked as a 

captain.  He had a career in acting 
for 30 years and acted in 53 films.  
During his acting career he was 
president of the Screen Actors Guild
for two terms. He saw to fight off 
Communist influences. 
     After his stint in the acting field, 
Reagan became a motivational 
speaker, helping the union workers. 
It was during this time, Reagan 
switched from a liberal Democrat to 
a conservative Republican.
     In 1966, he became Governor of 
California. He served two terms 
then set his goals high to become 
president. Reagan ran for the 
Republican nomination two times 
but was unsuccessful. In 1980, he 
became the 40th president of the 
United States.
     In 1981, early in his presidency, 
Reagan survived assassination 
attempt.  He served two terms as 
president of the United States. Two 
years after his presidency, Reagan 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer's 
disease. 1n 2004, he died of 
pneumonia with complications from 
Alzheimer's at the age of 93. 



Meet Our Famous Neighbors

Rosa Parks
by Violet Caito

     On December 1, 1955, Rosa 
Parks left work and boarded a bus. 
The bus was sorted by color with 
white passengers assigned to the 
front and the black passengers 
assigned to the back. It was filled 
with people, and there were a 
couple of white passengers in the 
aisle of the bus.

     The bus 
driver told 
black 
passengers to 
give up their 
seats for the 
white 
passengers. 
Everyone, 
except Parks, 
gave up their 
seats.

     Parks refused to give up her seat 
because she did not believe the 
color of her skin should matter. She
was arrested and was taken to the 
police headquarters.  She was let 
out later that evening, but assigned 
a court date.
     She brought 500 local supporters
with her on the day of trial. She had
to pay a fee of $10 for not obeying 
the bus driver and $4 for the court 
fee. Even though she did not win 
the case, she showed a perfect 
example of how to start to rid the 
country of this disgusting 
segregation.
     Parks was very brave to stand up
for herself and go to court.  By her 
small act on the bus, Rosa Parks 
was an amazing witness for 
equality. 

Katherine Drexel
by Peter Ponticello

St. Katherine Drexel was born November 26, 1858, in 
Philadelphia. She died March 3, 1955 in Cornwells Heights. St. 
Katherine is most well-known for founding the Sisters of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, an order of nuns dedicated to serving the 
American Indians and African Americans. 

She was born the daughter of Francis
Anthony Drexel, a very wealthy banker.
Drexel’s mother, Hannah Langstroth, died
shortly after giving birth to her. Katherine
and her sister were then raised by their aunt
and uncle until 1860 when their father
remarried.

Emma Bouvier, their stepmother, is
believed to have been the one to plant the
seed of a religious vocation in Katherine.
Emma, along with Katherine and her sister
would distribute food, clothing and money to the poor. Katherine was
especially impacted by her stepmother’s long battle with terminal 
cancer. After her stepmother’s death, she visited some of the western 
states with her father and her sister. There she saw the dirt, 
destitution and despair that the Native Americans were living in.  

Drexel’s father Francis died in 1985 leaving a large fortune to
both of his daughters. With her large fortune to help her, Katherine 
started many schools  and missions for the Native and African 
Americans. 

In 1887, Katherine and her sister went to Rome and and 
obtained a private audience with Pope Leo XIII. Katherine asked 
Pope Leo for nuns to help staff the many missions that she had 
started. Pope Leo encouraged her to devote her life and fortune to her
missions. 

Katherine joined the Sisters of Mercy in 1889 and in 1891 
took her final vows. The same year that she took her final vows, she 
started the Blessed Sacrament Sisters for Indians and Colored People,
as they were first called. Papal Approval was granted to the 
community in May of 1913.  
 She and her sisters started and staffed many schools for the 
the Native and African Americans. By the end of her life, they had 
started 49 elementary schools,12 high schools, and a college, Xavier 
University. Katherine was beatified in 1988 and canonized in 2000. 
She became only the second U.S. born saint.     

 Astronauts Leave
Gear on the Moon

By Lily Foerster

If someone were to go to the moon today, they 
would probably be surprised at how many objects from 
earth the Apollo 2 astronauts left behind.

On July 20th, 1969 Neil Armstrong famously 
placed the American flag on the moon during the first 
moonwalk. Among the objects set on the moon was a 
plaque engraved with the words, “Here men from planet

earth first set foot 
upon the moon. July,
1969 A.D. We came
in peace for all 
mankind.”
      They also 
fastened a golden 
model of an olive 
branch into the 
ground as a symbol 
of peace. Those are 
the official markers, 
but Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin, the
first astronauts to set
foot on the moon, 
solemnly placed an 
Apollo 1 mission 

patch in memory of the astronauts who died when their 
rocket caught fire and exploded in 1967.
     Aside from these mementos, the astronauts also 
littered the landing site with golf balls, dehydrated food 
packages, a hammer, a plastic covering for the flag, 
insulated blankets, a TV subsystem, space boots, and 
safety tethers.
     The astronauts even left a science experiment that is 
still working today, called the lunar laser ranging 
retroreflector array. This experiment measures the 
distance between the earth and moon.  It has provided 
invaluable information about the moon’s orbit.  By 
analyzing all of the items that Armstrong and Aldrin left
during the first day that man walked the moon, almost 
anyone can put themselves in their moonboots and 
experience what it must have been like. 

 Lindbergh Baby
Kidnapped, Found Dead

By Isabella Brown

     Charles Lindbergh’s baby, Charles Lindbergh Jr., 
was kidnapped just a few months ago, and has been the 
cause of frantic searching all over the country. He has 
finally been found, dead. His body was happened upon 
by the side of the road. The skull was badly fractured, 
and the body was decomposed and partially eaten away 
by animals. It appeared that the baby had been killed by 
a blow in the head. The body of young Charles has been
burned and sprinkled over the Atlantic Ocean.
     Violet Sharp, a servant in the Morrow home was 
accused of being guilty of the murder.  She is reported 
to have given a contradictory testimony of where she 
was during the kidnapping. She was also nervous and 
suspicious looking during the questioning. On June 10, 
of this year, she committed suicide by eating silver 
polish right before the fourth time she would be 
questioned. The common belief is that she was the one 
who both kidnapped and murdered the baby.



Mount St. Helens Erupts
by Isabella Brown

     Yesterday, May 18 1980, a great 
tragedy occurred. In Scamia County, 
Mount St Helens erupted, sending lava and
ash in every direction. About two months 
prior to this catastrophe a sequence of 
earthquakes shook the county; huge 
columns of steam rising from the top of the
mountain.
     At 8:32 a.m. an enormous cloud of lava 
and volcanic ash rose 80,000 feet into the 
air and dumped ash on the surrounding 11 
U.S. states. 57 people were killed. This 
calamity is being hailed as the most 
disastrous volcanic eruption in U.S. 
history.

King Delivers
“I Have a Dream” Speech

By Natalie Keyser

     On August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. gave an inspirational speech titled “I
Have a Dream.” Speaking to more than 
200,000 civil rights advocates in Washington
D.C. on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, 
King is hoping to end segregation and 
discrimination by convincing people to think 
about the evil of racial injustice, to resist 
inequality through loving each other, and to 
oppose unjust laws.
     To the frustrated Negro community, 
King’s uplifting words helped the people 
believe they could end segregation.  An 
especially effectual part in his speech was 
when he spoke about his “dream that [his] 
four little children will one day live in a 
nation where they will not be judged by the 
color of their skin but by the content of their 
character.” What he means by this is that he 
desires that people would be focused on the 
hearts and souls of others and not the color 
of their skin.

    

 Editorial
Abortion is Wrong

by Abigail Lopez

Tragedy! Tragedy! A terrible protest has begun! 
People have named it Roe v. Wade. Roe is against a certain 
Texas law that states that abortion is illegal unless the 
mother’s life is in danger. Objecting, Roe called together 
rallies in protest. “It is a poverty to decide that a child must 
die so that you may live as you wish.” – Mother Teresa. “A 
Nation that kills its own children is a Nation without hope.” –
Pope Saint John Paul ll.” Quotes like these anger Roe, and 
her followers, though they are true. Wade, Henry Wade to be
exact, is the one who enforced the law, and is Roe’s 
“enemy”. 

Many are worried and wish the protest to end, lest it
become violent. While others are more stubborn and wish it
to  continue  until  they win.  Nevertheless,  the question  that
sticks on peoples minds far and wide in our country stays the
same; What will happen next?

Montgomery Bus Boycott
by Rose Malinoski

Tired of being taken advantage of merely because she
was African-American, Rosa Parks refused to give up her 
seat on a bus to a white passenger, sparking the beginning of 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

Rosa, weary after a long day of seamstress work, was 
riding home in a city bus. Buses were split into two parts, 
and African-Americans were forced to sit in the back. The 
line was usually near the middle of the bus, and Rosa sat in 
the very front of their section. However, as the bus filled up, 
several white passengers were forced to stand in the aisle. 
The bus driver stopped and moved the dividing line, placing 
Rosa in the part designated for white people. The bus driver 
asked her to move to the back, to which Rosa replied, “I 
don’t think I should have to stand up.” Rosa was arrested and
fined for this action.

Angry at the way Rosa had been treated, E. D. Nixon 
and a few others arranged the bus boycott, asking African-
Americans to walk or take a cab to work to avoid using city 
buses. Many complied, and the boycott had a severe effect on
bus drivers. Large buses were left empty. Finally, the city of 
Montgomery was forced to lift the law that divided the buses,
and the bus boycott was ended in triumph.

Ronald Reagan’s “Landslide” Win 
by Hebby Caito

Republicans have won the election!  Ronald Wilson Reagan, 
40th president of the United States of America, has been elected for a
second term, defeating Walter Mondale 525 to 13 in electoral votes. 

Reagan had an unbelievable victory, possibly the largest 
“landslide” victory of a Presidential win, losing only the state of 
Minnesota.  Reagan is clearly America’s favorite as he won his 
second term as President. This huge victory came after Reagan’s first
term has left American economics in one of the best circumstances in
the history of our country. 

Kennedy Assassinated
by Leo Brown

     John. F. Kennedy was assassinated just 
two days ago in Texas by Lee Harvey 
Oswald.
     After this Lee was taken to jail where 
he now awaits his trial.
     On the plane ride back to Washington 
DC, Kennedy’s vice president Lynden B. 
Johnson made his vows to be a good leader
for the U.S. for the time being, until his 
replacement was elected.     

The Dawn of Internet Communication
By Millie Barron

     Over the past twenty years, the invention of the internet has 
become quite common to the average family. Technology in the 
common household has soared, until now, about 50 percent of 
Americans have access to the internet through computers in their 
home.

     However, few may have heard of 
the latest addition to internet 
communication: Electronic mailing, or 
E-Mail. This form of communication 
between computers has been in 
progress for many years. It traces its 
roots back to electronic bulletin boards,
an earlier form of communication 
between computer users. But now, at 
the turn of the decade, emailing is 
faster and easier than ever.  More and 
more operating systems, such as Unix, 
are adding e-mail to their range of 

capabilities, and completely new operating systems, such as America
On Line (AOL), are being created solely for the purpose of e-
mailing.
     This growth in speed and simplicity of internet communication is 
a great step in innovation, and makes us wonder: Did those who 
contributed to the invention of the internet know the great impact 
they would eventually make on the lives of the average community? 
Vinton Cerf, a main inventor of the internet, says, “We had no idea 
that this would turn into a global and public infrastructure.” By the 
example of Cerf and the many other innovative men who helped in 
some way to the creation of the internet, we can see that no one can 
truly rank the impact of any idea, no matter how small, in the great 
web of history. 
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